


BENJAMIN CLEMENTINE

NEW ALBUM ‘AND I HAVE BEEN’ TO BE RELEASED ON OCTOBER 28TH VIA PRESERVE ARTISTS
PRE-ORDER / PRE-SAVE HERE

FEATURING THE NEW SINGLE ‘GENESIS’ - WATCH THE VIDEO HERE
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The critically acclaimed, Mercury Prize winner Benjamin Clementine will release his long-awaited third album ‘And I Have Been’ on October 28th via his own label Preserve Artists. To coincide with the announcement, Benjamin also shares its lead single ‘Genesis’ as well as its accompanying video. A ‘Part Two’ will follow next year and could prove to be his final album - he professes to be an artist whose music is only one element of his creative journey, most notable with his debut acting role as Herald of the Change in Denis Villeneuve’s multiple Oscar-winning film ‘Dune’.

‘And I Have Been’ continues Benjamin’s adventures as a singular artist who delivers style, poise and poetry in equal measure. His experimental and at times avant-garde approach to chamber pop and his enigmatic presence, velveteen baritone and literary streak defies simple categorisation. He recently revealed two songs from the album, ‘Copening’ and ‘Weakend’, with a visual that unites both songs.

Thematically, ‘And I Have Been’ is about the rich tapestry of life and its fiercely unpredictable journey, touching upon love, loss, marriage, children and depression. It’s also an expression of changing self-awareness. The supreme self-confidence of young adulthood soon gives way to uncertainty, and instead comes the acceptance that every day is there to learn from.
 
Benjamin says, “‘And I Have Been’ was conceived during Covid. Like everyone, I was also confronted with a lot of lessons, complications and epiphanies to do with sharing my path with someone special. ‘Part One’ is just setting the scene, it’s the tip of the iceberg which sets the scene for ‘Part Two’, which goes deeper.”

‘And I Have Been’ was entirely written, performed and produced by Benjamin Clementine. It was primarily written high in the mountains of Santa Monica and the small town of Ojai in California. Sessions were split between Los Angeles and London before the songs were finished at his home studio in Ojai, where Benjamin has amassed a collection of vintage analogue equipment. He compares his quest for perfection to being stuck between rattlesnakes and coyotes: an impossible balancing act between impeccable precision and the need for the imperfections that only a human touch can provide.

The album has been launched alongside its lead single ‘Genesis’. The higher register of Benjamin’s voice explores the nuances of cultural identity, while a woozy, seasick rhythm complements lyrics which talk of nomadically travelling with no destination in mind. 

He adds, “’Genesis’ is a song about the constant denial of my roots. But as always no matter what we do in the new world our old world is buried in our subconscious. I found myself in a love hate relationship with my roots. I am trapped in free.” 

Watch the video for ‘Genesis’, directed by Benjamin Sourrouso and Benjamin Clementine and edited by Theo Vincent, HERE

‘And I Have Been’ tracklist:

1. ‘Residue’
2. ‘Delighted’
3. ‘Difference’ 
4. ‘Genesis’
5. ‘Gypsy, BC’
6. ‘Atonement’
7. ‘Last Movement Of Hope’
8. ‘Copening’
9. ‘Weakend’ 
10. ‘Auxiliary’
11. ‘Lovelustreman’
12. ‘Recommence’

‘And I Have Been’ is now available to pre-order / pre-save here. 
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Follow Benjamin Clementine:
Spotify | Apple Music | YouTube | Facebook | Instagram | Twitter | Website 
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